CRAYFISH. Elementary Science Study
(ESS). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill,
1969.
Grade(s): 4,5,6
Supplies: Materials available locally or
from commercial suppliers.
Out of print. Available from ERIC (see
Sources index).
In CRAYFISH, children conduct classroom investigations of the behavk these freshwater crustaceans. They offer different types of food and note animals' preference and, by making modifications to the animals' environn discover not only which habitat the crayfish prefer but also how environi influences social structure. Opportunities for further observation and perimentation are encouraged, and background information is provide* gender differences, reproduction, and general care. The guide also sug{ sources and techniques for collecting or buying crayfish and for preserving classroom specimens that fail to survive.
DESERT. Outdoor Biology Instructional
Strategies (OBIS). Nashua, NH: Delta,
1979, 1980.
Grade(s): 4,5,6,7,8
Supplies: Materials available locally.
Module: $17.15
The DESERT module consists of eight activities: Cactus Wheel, Cool It, Di Hunt, Desert Water Keepers, Leapin' Lizards, Lichen Looking, Terrestria Lo Hunt, and Water Holes to Mini-Ponds. These activities focus on habitats the adaptations of the animals and plants within the desert, water hole, p and other environments. Children determine the population densities of d plants; use the temperature variations at a specific site to try to keep a "Hz from getting too hot or cold; design scavenger hunts; determine how diffc desert plants conserve water; investigate lizard feeding behavior and intf tions; search for lichens; and monitor fertilized and unfertilized water h They locate the warmest and coolest, wettest and driest, windiest and calr and brightest and darkest sections of the environment and note the animals plants within each area. Each activity folio contains background informa preparation hints, a list of needed materials, directions for the activities, and sible extensions. The folios are well organized and have useful illustration; diagrams. The OBIS POND GUIDE supplements this module.
DIGGING INTO DINOSAURS. Ranger Rick's NatureScope. Washington, DC: National Wildlife Federation, 1984. Grade(s): K, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 Supplies: Materials available locally. Guide: $6.00
DIGGING INTO DINOSAURS introduces students and teachers to thes< tinct animals and the world in which they lived. Fossil evidence forms the I for information and activities provided by the guide. In classroom playground lessons that integrate science with mathematics, language arts cial studies, art, and physical education, students from kindergarten to the i mediate grades learn the comparative sizes of dinosaurs, how they were nai and what their lives might have been like. Background information is exten and the 24 detailed lesson plans are accompanied by student activity sheets appendix provides additional information on resources, evaluation, and cu theories.
DISCOVERING DESERTS. Ranger Rick's NatureScope. Washington, DC: National Wildlife Federation, 1986. Grade(s):K,l,2,3,4,5,6,7 Supplies: Materials available locally. Guide: $6.00
DISCOVERING DESERTS introduces children to the ecology of arid h Students engage in interdisciplinary classroom and playground activities explore the concepts of desert formation, conservation, and animal and hi adaptation for arid climates. There are 23 carefully planned lessons, ran from kindergarten through intermediate grades, with complete backgroun formation and supplemental student activity sheets. An appendix suggests t tions for evaluation as well as additional resources.ture prey or gather plants; go on a scavenger hunt; simulate anima observe and identify plants and animals at an aquatic site; and usin reproduce the intricacies of different spider webs. Each guide contai ground information, preparation hints, a list of materials needed, direc the activities, and possible extensions. The folios are well organized '< useful illustrations and diagrams. The OBIS POND GUIDE supplem module. common twigs and buds, and a budding sequence chart.
